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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's arguments witli respect to claim 1 have been considered but are moot 
in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. In applicant's remarks, pages 5-6, applicant argues that Takashimizu , Lett, and 
Potrebic in view of Goldstein does not result in "if the selected channel is not included in 
the favorite channel map, the control section does not start recording the selected 
channel against the operation to the apparatus except the selected channel is not 
changed over a predetermined time." The examiner's previous rejection was based on 
selection of the channel to be recorded, and therefore does not address the situation 
where the channel is selected to be viewed. 

3. However, Potrebic teaches tuning to a channel for viewing (col 5 II. 45-46, block 
502), where the channel being viewed can be recorded (see col. 9 47-49, block 508). 
There is only one disk drive for recording television programming (fig. 4, disk drive 408), 
therefore only one recording event can occur at a time. Potrebic teaches changing to a 
new channel for viewing, however he does not teach a mechanism for allowing the new 
channel to be recorded in the case that a user intends so. Potrebic attempts to record 
only the desired programming of a user, but lacks criteria for determining channels that 
a user would wish to record other than it being the initial channel tuned to during 
recording. It is known in the art that users often wish to record favorite, or frequently 
watched channels; for example, in related art, Goldstein teaches a remote control that 
interacts with recording devices, television receivers, and other remotely controllable 
devices (such as those taught in Potrebic) to incorporate additional features which 
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would be useful to a user of these appliances. Goldstein's recording device interaction 
includes further criteria that would indicate a user's desire to simultaneously watch and 
record programming (col. 26 II. 54-56), namely if the channel is a favorite channel or if it 
is frequently watched. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Potrebic's criteria for deciding if a user wants 
to record a channel by adding the above stated criteria for the benefit of broadening the 
number of scenarios in which recording may be intended and thus not hindering a 
user's ability to record any intended television programming. Therefore, Potrebic's 
recording device would have criteria to decide whether a user changed channels with 
the intention to record the newly viewed channel. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or deschbed as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Takashimizu et al (US 2005/0152686 A1) in view of Lett (US 5,592,551) and Potrebic 
(US 6,897,904 B2), and further in view of Goldstein (US 5,410,326). 

Regarding claim 1, Takashimizu teaches a digital broadcast receiving and 
recording apparatus (figure 1) comprising: 
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a receiving section (figure 1 element 300: antenna) adapted to receive a digital 
broadcast signal of a selected channel (page 1 section 0005); 
a digital data generating section adapted to generate digital data from the digital 
broadcast signal (pages 2-3 sections 0031-0032); 

a recording section adapted to record the digital data In a predetermined format 
and to sequentially output the recorded digital data (page 3 section 0038); and 
a control section (figure 1 element 409: control means). 

Takashimizu does not teach a storage section adapted to store a favorite 
channel map Indicating a favorite channel of a viewer; and 
the control section is adapted to control the recording section to start recording 
the selected channel according to an operation for selecting a channel by a user, 
and to generate an EPG image of the favorite channel based on the favorite 
channel map, and 

wherein if the selected channel is not included in the favorite channel map, the 
control section does not start recording the selected channel against the 
operation to the apparatus by a user except the selected channel is not changed 
over a predetermined time from a time selected. 

Lett teaches a storage section adapted to store a favorite channel map 
Indicating a favorite channel of a viewer (figure 11); and 
to generate an EPG image of a favorite channel based on a favorite channel map 
(column 15 lines19-27). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to combine Lett's favorite channel map 
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and favorite channel EPG with the claimed invention in for the benefit of having a 
smaller guide that is quicker and easier for viewers (column 15 lines 27-28) to 
navigate. 

Takashimizu in view of Lett does not teach the control section is adapted 
to control the recording section to start recording the selected channel 
according to an operation for selecting a channel by a user, and to generate an 
EPG image of the favorite channel based on the favorite channel map, and 
wherein if the selected channel is not included in the favorite channel map, the 
control section does not start recording the selected channel against the 
operation to the apparatus by a user except the selected channel is not changed 
over a predetermined time from a time selected. 

Potrebic teaches a control section (figure 4 element 406: tuner controller) 
adapted to control the recording section to start recording the selected channel 
according to an operation for selecting a channel to be viewed (column 5 lines 2- 
5 and lines 22-24) wherein the control section does not start recording the 
selected channel against the operation to the apparatus (figure 5 and column 5 
lines 42-63 teaches using a different tuner for the newly selected channel so that 
recording continues on the previous channel and does not carry over to the new 
channel). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to combine the invention of Potrebic with the teachings 
of Takashimizu in view of Lett for the benefit of allowing a user to record a 
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program while adding tlie ability to view other programming during that recording 
process. 

Potrebic, either taken separately or combined with Takashimizu in view of 
Lett, does not teach a mechanism for allowing the new channel to be recorded in 
the case that a user intends so. 

In related art, Goldstein teaches a remote control that interacts with 
recording devices, television receivers, and other remotely controllable devices 
(such as those taught in Potrebic) to incorporate additional features which would 
be useful to a user of these appliances. Goldstein's recording device interaction 
includes further criteria that would indicate a user's desire to simultaneously 
watch and record programming (col. 26 II. 54-56), namely if the channel is a 
favorite channel or if it is frequently watched . It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Potreblc's criteria for deciding if a user wants to record a channel by adding the 
above stated criteria for the benefit of broadening the number of scenarios in 
which recording may be intended and thus not hindering a user's ability to record 
any intended television programming. Therefore, Potrebic's recording device 
would have criteria to decide whether a user changed channels with the intention 
to record the newly viewed channel (i.e. "if the selected channel to be viewed is 
not included in the favorite channel map, the control section does not start 
recording the selected channel against the operation to the apparatus by a user 
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except the selected channel is not changed over a predetermined time from a 
time selected"). 

Regarding claim 2, see analysis of claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 3, see analysis of claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 4, see analysis of claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 5, Takashimizu in view of Lett and Goldstein discloses 
the apparatus of claim 2. Takashimizu further teaches an output section (figure 1 
element 406: video encoder) adapted to convert the digital data into analog data 
and to output the analog data (page 3 section 0032). It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a 
means for converting digital data into analog for the benefit of allowing an analog 
television to receive digital signals. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Yoshinobu (US 5,734,444) teaches recording frequently watched programs. 
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Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JASMINE STOKELY-COLLINS whose telephone 
number is (571 ) 270-3459. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 9:30-5:00 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Koenig can be reached on (571 ) 272-7296. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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